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T

he Institute for Cultural
Experimentation (ICE) pilots
a new direction for the School
House Gallery (founded in 2009),
transforming it into a centre for
production, exchange, creativity
and ideas.
We believe that ICE’s
culture of collaboration and
experimentation will make it a
thriving point of interchange,
and that its combination of
artist-makers mirrors the current

Introduction
zeitgeist of a yearning for a
‘post-survival’, off-grid, hand-made
culture.
Here is a space where
beautiful and useful things are
made by hand – a space embodying
a making and doing culture – a
space where ideas are shared or
challenged and dialogue can happen.
We hope you enjoy engaging with it.
Paula Jackson and Robert Teed
Co-Directors

The ICE Manifesto

T
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he Institute for Cultural
Experimentation will:

1. provide affordable studio spaces
for inter-disciplinary artists/
makers/creative thinkers
2. nurture its members
and offer professional development
support
3. create opportunities for
showcasing artists’ work
4. curate a range of activities
such as talks, open studios,
discursive events, networking
sessions, workshops and courses.
5. work with interested artists
to develop more socially engaged
practices.
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Friday Talks
FridayICE
Lunchtime

CE’s programme of Friday lunchtime talks features artists, curators
and leading figures in the cultural sector. Talks are free, open to
all and take place 12.30-1.30pm at the School House Gallery unless
otherwise stated. Book places at www.jackson-teed.com/ice-friday-talks.

Kate Walters
Punctim & Plume
14 October

A

rtist Kate Walters is based in
Cornwall, where she finds great
beauty in wild places that fire
themes in her work.
Kate will talk about her artistic
influences, her interest in the way
hidden phenomena may be revealed
through the creative process, and how
the rhythms of Nature provide further
insights for her practice. Her talk
will be of interest to both artistic
practitioners and the general public.
Kate has exhibited widely
in the UK and undertaken numerous
residencies. Her exhibition Punctim &
Plume opens at Dean Clough, Halifax,
on 15 October.

York Art Gallery
Curatorial Visions

H

elen Walsh, Curator of Ceramics at
York Art Gallery, is joined by Jennifer Alexander,
Assistant Curator of Art, to discuss the
establishment of York’s Centre for Ceramic Art (CoCA)
and York Art Gallery’s curatorial vision. They will
also offer advice as curators in a public gallery on how
practitioners can succeed in developing a public profile.

Paul Digby

Art in the Public Sector
28 October

A

21 October

rtist Paul Digby will discuss
Art in the Public Sector with
particular reference to his
most recent project, Transcending
the Figure, in which Paul created a
series of figurative drawings of people
who work in the Emergency Services
responding to Classical poses.
In addition, drawing on his
experience as a practitioner, Paul
will offer advice on accessing public
funding and resources, as well as
networking opportunities for artists
in the region.

Nicola Dewar
Crafts Council
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11 November

N

icola Dewar is Head of Learning and Talent Development
at the Crafts Council. Her talk will address issues
around the sustainability of contemporary craft
practice and how artist-makers can access mentoring and
support through Crafts Council initiatives such as Hothouse,
Injection and Portfolio.
Please note this talk takes place at York St John University.

A

Above: work by Helene Uffren, who was selected for the Crafts Council’s Hothouse scheme in 2012.

Ben Johnson
Cityscapes

25 November

rtist Ben Johnson is best known
for his large-scale, intricately
detailed cityscape paintings,
which include panoramas of Hong Kong,
Zürich, Jerusalem, Liverpool (left)
and London. His work is in permanent
collections worldwide, including the V & A, London;
Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris; MOMA, New York;
and the Regional Services Museum, Hong Kong.
Ben will discuss his extensive career, the
complex processes involved in the creation of his
work and the philosophy behind his practice.

Christine Lalumia

Contemporary Applied Arts

2 December

C
K

hristine Lalumia is Chief
Executive of Contemporary Applied
Arts, the London-based membership
organisation that since 1948 has
supported and encouraged the making of

fine crafts in Britain.
The CAA acts as a vocal advocate
for craft in general, highlighting
the huge, often unnoticed role which
the applied arts have played over
centuries – and continue to play – in
both our domestic lives and in the
wider, built environment.
Please note this talk takes place in
the Hiscox building, York.

atsushika Hokusai (1760-1849) is
probably Japan’s best-known artist,
with a truly global reach. His
Great Wave (c.1831) is by some
estimates the most reproduced image in
the world.
Roger Keyes is the leading specialist on
Hokusai working in English and for over two years
has been advising the British Museum on their
major exhibition ‘Late Hokusai’, which opens in
2017. The power of Hokusai’s work has long been
apparent. He captivated the Japanese public in
his lifetime, quickly caught the eye of EuroAmerican artists and has continued to fascinate
global audiences ever since.

Roger Keyes
Hokusai
16 December
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A

listair Hudson is Director
of the Middlesbrough
Institute of Modern Art
(mima). Since becoming Director in
2014 he has sought to implement
his vision for transforming
mima into a Useful Museum: an
institution dedicated to the
promotion of art as a tool for
education and social change.
Before mima, Alistair was
Deputy Director of Grizedale
Arts in the Lake District, which
gained critical acclaim for its
radical approaches to working with
artists and communities, based on the
idea that art should be useful and not
just an object of contemplation.
As traditional forms of art and
culture come under scrutiny like never
before - and the ‘use’ value of art

Alistair Hudson
The Useful Museum
6 January 2017

Photo credit: www.thejournal.co.uk

slips away from ordinary society Alistair asks: is this the time to
evolve new kinds of institutions that
test different approaches to making art
work in society?
Please note this talk takes place at
the Hiscox building

David Gauntlett
Making is Connecting
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13 January 2017

D

avid Gauntlett is Professor of
Creativity and Design at the
University of Westminster, where
he is also Co-Director of Research
in the School of Media, Arts and
Design. He is the author of the highly
regarded and influential ‘Making is
Connecting’ (2011), which has been
widely discussed internationally.

J
David

ulian Hicks is Executive
Producer at GSP Studios, a
film production company based
near York.
Julian is
passionate
about
bringing
investment
Tennant in Mad to be Normal in film

David has pioneered creative research
methods, in which participants make
things - such as video, collage,
drawing, or 3D models - as part of
the process. He is a strong advocate
for a collaborative making and doing
culture.
Please note this talk will be at York
St John University

Julian Hicks
Film in Yorkshire
20 January 2017

production to Yorkshire. ‘Mad to be
Normal’, a soon-to-be-released film
about 1960’s psychiatrist R D Laing
starring David Tennant, was shot in
York and Scarborough.

Public Open Days
Workshops & Events
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T

he ICE studios will be open
to the public regularly
during the following times:
- Fridays 1.30-4.00pm (after
the lunchtime talks)
- Saturdays 12.00-4.00pm
During these times curators and/
or artists will be on hand to
discuss artists’ work and the
creative processes involved. Work
will also be available for sale.
There will also be a Winter Open
Weekend on 3-4 December.
Other visiting times may be
arranged by appointment – contact
Robert Teed on 07766656030 or the
individual artist through:
www.jackson-teed.com/ice-artists.

Tessa Layzelle discusses her work with the public

Check the ICE website regularly
as extra public access times and
events will be added during the
pilot period.

Workshops

I

CE will offer a
series of workshops
over the next
four months. These will
include:
- collage, led by Mark
Hearld
- working with clay, led
by Emily Stubbs
- textiles, led by Tessa
Layzelle
- clay sculpting, led by
Penny Phillips.
For dates, prices and
booking details for
these and other workshops go to:
www.jackson-teed.com/ice-events.
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L

esley is a fine artist whose
artwork spans landscape and
abstract genres. She uses a
variety of media including printmaking, oil, acrylic and cold wax,
combining memory and imagination
to create atmospheric paintings
that play with colour, texture and
mark-making to express her feelings
about place.
Lesley has exhibited and
sold at the Royal Academy Summer
Exhibition, won the Artist Magazine
Award 2016 and is exhibiting at
the ING Discerning Eye, London, in
November 2016. Recently she has
been exploring new techniques using
cold wax and is a contributor to a
new book about these techniques to
be published in 2017.

Lesley Birch

Rebecca Carr

R

ebecca is an artist-maker and social entrepreneur. She makes
beautiful, contemporary unisex clothing and is the founder of
KIOSK, a project
space and cantina in
Fossgate, York. After
studying Tailoring at
London College of Fashion,
Rebecca designed and made
collections collaboratively
and has now launched her
new collection as the first
of her solo projects. She
believes collaborations
give the maker a chance
to explore ideas and
processes that both
develop their own practice
and create challenging new
products that inspire and
excite.
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E

Emilie Flower

milie is a multi-media artist, with a particular focus on video
portraiture and storytelling. She has worked internationally as
a community video artist for the past fifteen years and currently
works in video design
for theatre and
rights based groups.
In her collaborative
projects with the
Centre for Applied
Human Rights at the
University of York,
she has made use of
film and photography as
an effective advocacy
tool.
Emilie’s work is
driven by curiosity,
respect and experimentation. She joins
ICE in November 2016.

Mark Hearld

M

ark studied
illustration
at Glasgow
College of Art and
then completed an MA
in Natural History
Illustration at the
Royal College of Art.
Taking his inspiration
from the flora and
fauna of the British
countryside, Mark
works across a number
of mediums, producing
limited edition
lithographic and
linocut prints, unique
paintings, collages
and hand-painted
ceramics.
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John Hollington

J

ohn designs and
makes home and
gardenware inspired
by the clean lines
and geometrical forms
of modernist art and
architecture. All products
are made using small batch
production techniques, in
close collaboration with
local craftsmen and small
to medium family-owned
suppliers, to guarantee
attention to detail
and to support British
manufacturing expertise.
Products are assembled
and hand finished in-house
to ensure a high quality
finish.

Tessa Layzelle

E

xploring narrative and
painting, Tessa creates
bespoke patchwork and
appliqued compositions that are
painted, quilted and finished
by hand. In the spirit of late
artist Breon O’Casey, with
usefulness and use, the work will
disappear and become part of the
fabric of the everyday. Works may
begin in pride of place on the
wall, then over the years move to
the master bed, the spare room,
used as the picnic blanket...
then end their life baring their
threads in the dog basket. The
pieces are made to be used and so
can be interchangeable as wall
hangings, throws, bed quilts, cot
quilts, rugs and play mats.
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Evie Leach

E

vie is a jewellery
designer and
maker working
in Sterling Silver
with semi-precious
gemstones and beads.
She takes inspiration
from the geometry found
in both nature and
architecture to create
clean, angular designs.
Evie studied Jewellery
and Silversmithing at
the Birmingham School
of Jewellery where
her basic knowledge,
learned from her
jeweller parents,
was transformed into
traditional skills.

Penny Phillips

P

enny is a ceramicist who
has transitioned from
being a thrower on the
wheel to a sculptor in clay.
She draws on many influences,
including a philosophy
observed during a visit to
Japan that can be summarised
as: the only limits on what
you can do with clay are your
own. She creates wild animals
in a style characterised by
heavily textured, figurative
animal forms using mixed clays
and oxides. A residency in
Hungary in 2016 has begun to
push Penny’s practice in a
new, evolving direction, which
she will explore in her studio
at ICE.
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Emily Stubbs

E

mily is a ceramic
artist and
designer who
specialises in hand
building and slip
casting techniques. She
experienced her first
taste of clay during
her Foundation Course
at Batley School of Art
and Design. Inspired
by the medium, she
went on to study a BA
Honours degree at the
University of Wales,
Cardiff, graduating in
2007. Emily is one of
the co-founders of the
Holmfirth and York Art
Markets.

ICE gratefully acknowledges
support from Arts Council
England
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